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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/941,606 



Examiner 

Anh Ly 



Applicant(s) 
ERICKSON ETAL 



Art Unit 

2172 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 April 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1^8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [3 Claim(s) ±S is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 10/1 1/2002 & 09/20/2002 is/are: a)D accepted or b)|El objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection. to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) ^ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) |3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date #4 & #8 . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) [Zl Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This Office Action is response to Applicants' communications filed on 08/30/01 . 

2. Claims 1-8 are pending in this application. 



3. The informal drawings are not of sufficient quality to permit examination. 
Accordingly, new drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

Applicant is given a TWO MONTH time period to submit new drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .81 . Extensions of time may be obtained under the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). Failure to timely submit new drawings will result in 
ABANDONMENT of the application. 

Submitted drawings (dated 09/20/2002 & 10/1 1/2002) are not with the brief 
description of the drawings of the specification (see page 5 of spec). The drawings 
have more than one figure(s) with labeled fig. 1 . 



4. Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: The second line of 
claim 7, "the content mmay" should be replaced with "the content may". Appropriate 
correction is required. 



Drawings 



Claim Objections 



> 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



6. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Pub. No.: 
US 2001/0042043 of SHEAR et al. (hereinafter Shear). 

With respect to claim 1, Shear teaches a secure electronic media container for 
storing, transporting (a secure software container can be used to protectively 
encapsulate various digital property content and control object information: see abstract, 
lines 17-21) and/or providing a rights management interface to electronic media content, 
said container having said electronic media content stored therein and data (providing 
rights management and protection techniques that satisfying the limited copy protection 
such as for DVD media: Page 3, left column, 0031 and Page 4, left column, 0047), 
external of but attached to or otherwise associated with said container, representative of 
the media handler and/or a rights management mechanism required to open and play 
said content (copy protection and rights management are applied in DVD media such as 
accessing on or read or write on the DVD media: Page 4, left column, 0047-0049 and 
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right column, 0054 and play the music or movie being recorded on the DVD media: 
Page 5, right column, 0062-0067). 

With respect to claim 2, Shear teaches means for determining from said external 
data what, if any, digital rights management mechanism was used to package said 
content and for retrieving or otherwise accessing an appropriate digital rights 
management handler accordingly (rights transfer and other rights management on 
DVDs' media: Page 7, right column, 0077-0078); 

means for passing said content through said digital rights management handler 
(delivering the content via the copy protection and rights management: Page 4, left 
column, 0047 and 0051); 

means for determining from said external data the media handler required to 
access and handle the content and for retrieving or otherwise accessing an appropriate 
media handler (depending on the platform, there are different key management and 
access techniques to the DVD media: Page 7, right column, 0078); 

means for passing said content through said media handler (delivering the 
content via the copy protection and rights management: Page 4, left column, 0047 and 
0051). 

With respect to claim 3, Shear teaches a secure container containing media 
content having attached or otherwise bound thereto metadata which is universally 
readable and/or decipherable and describes the underlying media format and digital 
rights management mechanism(s) employed to package the content (see abstract, 
Page 4, section 0051-54). 
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With respect to claim 4, Shear teaches wherein the metadata describing 
the underlying media format encapsulates the content itself (encapsulating such as 
encrypting or cryptographic techniques: Page 4, section 0051-0054). 

With respect to claim 5, Shear teaches wherein the metadata describing 
the underlying media format includes a remote network resource address at which the 
content itself is stored (metadata storing in the storage media including information 
about the storage: Page 15, left column sections 0213-0215; also see Page 4, left 
column 0051; also see figs. 7, 9 and 12 and Page 7, left column, 0072). 

With respect to claim 6, Shear teaches wherein said metadata includes 
descriptive metadata relevant to said content and/or a reference to a resource location 
of a format specification and/or a reference to the location of a "rendering" code registry 
(Page 16, left column sections 0220-0221). 

With respect to claim 7, Shear teaches wherein said metadata describing 
the digital rights management mechanism(s) employed to package the content may 
refer to an installed component on a local system or a remote component or network 
service (Page 24, left column, sections 0343-0347 and right column, sections 00351- 
0354;). 

Claim 8 is essentially the same as claim 2 except that it is directed to a method 
rather than an apparatus, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the claim 2 
hereinabove. 
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Contact Information 



7. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Anh Ly whose telephone number is 703 306-4527 or via 
E-Mail: ANH.LY@USPTO.GOV . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM - 
4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene, can be reached on 703 305-9790. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703 746-7239. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: Central Office (703) 872-9306 (Central Official Fax Number) 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 

Drive, Arlington, VA, Fourth Floor (receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 308- 

6606 or 703 305-3900. 




j^KM.CORFUELUS 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



ANH LY/^ 
APR. 14 th , 2004 



